Air Inquiry: Name:				Date:
Check out the terms and some of these sites:
Glossary:
http://mmem.spschools.org/grade6science/Air/airaeroglossary.html
Gases in the atmosphere:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmosphere_of_Earth
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1.) What chemical elements (gases) make up the composition of our air (atmosphere)? List the first seven elements from greatest to least; write the percentage of each gas rounded to 4 decimal places (ten thousandths place.)






2.) Think back to the Trees and Forest unit and our research on Photosynthesis. Write the chemical equation for photosynthesis. 



3.) Are the two main gases (gas elements) used in photosynthesis the most abundant in the earth’s atmosphere? Explain.




4.) Carbon dioxide level in the atmosphere was at 349 ppm in 1987. It was at 382 ppm in 2006. What is it at today in parts per million (ppm)? Why does it keep changing? (Think) (4 points grading scale)





5.) Why is the level of carbon dioxide gas in the atmosphere a critical concern for this planet? (In 2013, it was increasing by 2 ppm per year.)






6.) What is the importance of nitrogen in our atmosphere? How do organisms use it?





7.) Define Mass:


8.) Define Density:
