Challenge #4 Trebuchet Trials 


You have successfully removed the supplies from the ship and are now ready to explore the jungles of Wessnovia.  The jungles look very dark and dense. You can hear the combined sounds of hundreds of different animals, birds and insects all chiming together in a chaotic orchestra. Some of the sounds you hear are unrecognizable-what type of creatures exist in this jungle? Time will tell, as you begin your exploration. 
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You and your team organize your gear and break into two groups. One small team will stay back with the boat. Your group begins the trek into the unknown land. There appears to be signs of a past civilization, now mostly reclaimed by the jungle growth. What caused them to abandon this area? Where did they go, or are they still here?


 Your team travels farther into the jungle. Suddenly, the normal jungle noise is broken by an intense animal roar that makes all the other animal noises pale by comparison. The hair on the back of your neck stands on end, and fear over takes every part of your body.  You freeze in your tracks. Out of the corner of your eye you sense movement in the forest, to your left. Before you have time to react, a giant dinosaur burst from the forest and grabs Ambeeul Milktoast from his XJ-94Z adventure bike. The dinosaur runs off back in the jungle with Ambeeul in his grip. You must save him, but how? You don’t have any large weapons as your team is traveling light. Perhaps you can construct some sort of large weapon using the tools you do have packed for your expedition. You vaguely recall learning about trebuchets (siege engines) when you studied the Middle Ages and Renaissance in Social Studies. 
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Use your laptop and satellite internet connection to do some research into Desktop trebuchets.

Challenge:

You must construct a popsicle stick trebuchet to fling a stone (marble) at the dinosaur. The stone should scare the dinosaur into leaving Ambeeul, so you can rescue him. Good luck.
 









Post Activity questions:

1.) What was the most difficult part to construct on this project?

2.) Did your project work the way you expected it to. Why or why not?

3.) What would you do different if you could build the project again?

4.) How well did the other members of your group cooperate? Did everyone share the work?

Rate: each member of your team out of four by writing their name under the rubric area that you think best describes their effort and cooperation.

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Working with Others
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Tries to keep people working well together.
	Usually listens to, shares, with, and supports the efforts of others. Does not cause "waves" in the group.
	Often listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others, but sometimes is not a good team member.
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Often is not a good team player.
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Ronnie says, “Do your research and have a good look at the rubric.”








